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1 nothing but the Neceſſity of obviating Objections, apparently ſtrong, adduced oy an Adverſary ſo 
truly reſpeQable, could have compelled them to adopt the Meaſure. 

| The Bill depending in Parliament is not for making a Canal from the Coal Pits to Swinton ONLY—= 


See the printed Bill. 
The Caſe ſtates, ** that the New Canal is propoſed to be carried through the greater Part of Lord 


Side of his Houſe, within a very few Yards of the outward Fence of his Pleaſure Grounds, and imme-_ 
diately before the Door of the Houſe in which his Steward reſides; and in ſuch a Situation, if he 1 is not 
* milinformed, that the Top of the Bank will be nearly level with the Roof of his Houſe.“ 

The Manor of Weſt Bromwich, in which the Houſe and Eſtate before mentioned are ſituate, doth not 


A belong to his Lordſhip. By the Aſſeſſments for the Relief of the Poor of the Pariſh of Weſt Bromwich, 


it appears that the Property occupied by his Lordſhip, and all his Tenants, amounts to . 565. 55 per 
Annum. The Poor are numerous, and expenſive; the Rates high 3 and for that Reaſon it is concluded, 


that the Aſſeſſments are according to the full Value. 
| Mile. Furlongs, Chains. Links. 


The Canal is olanolſed % ( 1 bis Lordſhip? 8 Eſtate; ; not one Yard 
of which is occupied by his Lordſhip, and at the Diſtance of near Half a Mile from the Houſe. Between 


the Canal, and his Plantations, are at leaſt Two Fences, and a common Lane, leading from Bromwich 


| Forge, and his Lordſhip's Mill for rolling Iron, towards Birmingham. — The Crew of a Canal Boat conſiſts 
of a Man, fully engaged in ſteering, and a Boy, who has not much Leiſure, from his hard Taſk of foreing 
along a reluctant ſorry Jade of an Horſe which draws the Boat, to make wanton Excurſions. 

It is not reaſonable to think, that theſe Perſons will either leave their Employments, or ſtop the Way 
of the Boat, for the ſole Purpoſe of annoying by their Converſation the unfortunate Occupier of adjacent 
| Premiſes; nor indeed is there much Reaſon to apprehend, that even their moſt animated Vociferations 
| will be heard, ſince the continual Roaring of the Great Hammer of Bromwich Forge, occupied by his 

Lordſhip's Steward, which is likewiſe ſituated at no * Diſtance from the outward bor ora" muſt 
effectually exceed them. 

We beg Leave to ſay, that his Lordſhip ig mi F Ie as to the Circumſtance of the Bank near his 
Steward's Houſe. The Bed of the Canal there lies below the Surface of the Land—the Soil taken out will 
be wanted for an Embankment near the Spot—and, if his Lordſhip AT 1 5 it, the New Company will be 
bound to carry it away. 6 

„ The Caſe ſtates, that ** the . of the New Undertaking, in order to lay a Ground for the Plea 

* of Public Benefit, propoſe to extend their Canal from Birmingham to a Place called Fazeley, on the Line 

* of the Coventry Canal, with which 1 it will there communicate, whenever the Coventry Canal ſhall come 16 
& be completed.” 

From a Peruſal of the above, a Perſon unacquainted with the p Circymſtances, would be in- 

duced to think, that the preſent Undertaking originated with the Subſeribers to the intended Canal; and 
that their primary Object was to make a Canal from the Collieries ro Birmingham only. 

The Fact is— That the Oxford Canal Company, in the Year 1773, formed the original Deſign, and, not- 
withſtanding the Difficulties repeatedly thrown in the Way by the Birmingham Canal Company, perſevered 
in their Efforts till they produced the preſent Undertaking. See the Morning Poſt of January 21ſt, 17871 
For the further Elucidation of this Point, it is neceſſary to add a Copy of the following Minute, made by 
the gh: Canal HORA on the 2gth Auguſt 7855 1. 5 ee N 
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's Eſtate, and through ſome of his beſt Farms, for the Length of near Two Miles, on the North ?!!! 


5 {Deo a + 
Whereas a Plan and Eſtimate for making a Navigable Canal ' from Wedne/ſbury in the County of Stafford, 
to Fazeley in the County of Warwick, there to join the Coventry Canal, intended to be forthwith carried 


from Atherton to that Place, together with a Branch from Salford Bridge to Deretend, near the lower 


Part of the Town of Birmingham, was this Day laid before this Meeting ; 


Ordered, That a Meeting ſhould be advertiſed to be held at Warwick, of all Perſons willing to encou- 


rage the Undertaking. _ . 3 
The Proceedings of this Meeting are likewiſe ſtated in the Morning Poſt before men. ioned.— From this 


Recital of Facts, the Public will judge, who were the Authors of the preſent Deſign, and whether ſuch De- 


ſign was to make a general, or a ſhort and partial Canal from the Coal Pits to Birmingham. 

 * Whenever the Coventry Canal ſhall come to be completed.” His Lordſhip is by this Time, at leaſt, acquainted 
with the Reſolutions of the Meeting at Coleſhill. If, in conſequence of theſe Reſolutions, the Coventry Canal 
is to be completed to Fazeley, it was not abſolutely neceſſary to inſert the above Words ;—if the Coventry 
Canal is not ſo to be compleated to Fazeley, why do the Birmingham Canal Company now offer to communi- 


catſe with the Coventry Canal at that Place? 


The Caſe next intimates an Idea, that ſuch a Communication made from the Termination of the preſent 
Canal at the Town of Birmingham, muſt anſwer the Purpoſe of ſupplying Oxfordſhire, &c. at leaſt as effectu- 
ally as the New-intended Canal, and perhaps he might venture to ſay more certainly, . | 


This is Matter of Opinion. The Members of both Houſes, who know how little Dependence ought 


to be placed on the minute Speculations and abſtruſe Calculations of even the moſt ingenious Engineers, 
when embarked with fierce contending Parties, may better form a Judgment from a Statement of the 


following Facts: The whole Fall (for there is no Riſe) upon the intended Canal from the Collieries to the 4 


lower Part of the Town of Birmingham, is only 60 Feet; requiring 10 Locks; and will be principally ſupplied, 
in a natural and eaſy Deſcent, by Water raiſed at the Coal Mines near the Head of the Canal. Eo 


If the new Project of the Birmingham Canal Company is adopted by Parliament, the Boats ſetting out q 


from the ſame Head muſt riſe 86 Feet into the Summit of the Birmingham Canal, and fall from thence to 
the ſame Spot at the lower Part of the Town of Birmingham, 140 Feet; the Whole of which will require 
36 Locks. Seventeen of theſe Locks muſt be made in a very ſmall Space, upon the ſame Line of a ſandy 


Hill, which the Agents of the Birmingham Canal Company, in the Diſpute in the King's Bench with Charles | 


Colmere, Eſq; (with whom the ſaid Company broke a ſolemn Agreement) ſwore was unfit for the Purpoſe 
of having a Canal made upon it.—See the Affidavits upon Record. TH Ea | 
A very conſiderable Part of the Water which at preſent ſupplies the Birmi 
Fire Engines, almoſt continually at work. The whole Supply of Water is not, in dry Summers, equal to 
the preſent Trade of the Canal; it is but fair to conclude, therefore, that all the additional Water required to 
convey the immenſe additional Quantities of Coals deſigned for the Oxford Markets, muſt likewiſe be pumped 
up by the like Means. Whoever conſiders theſe Circumſtances, with that of 26 additional Locks, and the 


nunavoidable Leakage and Abſorption, may, without the Talents of a Smeaton or a Whitworth, be able to de- 
termine which Canal is likely to anſwer the Purpoſe of the Public beſt. Era FE TO Oe 


The Caſe of a Gentleman nearly related to the noble Earl is next adverted to; «whoſe Eſtate (it is 


© fſaid) will be cut through for a Length of more than Four Miles and an Half, in the moſt valuable and moſt 
improved Part of it; and who has ſeveral Mills, of Conſequence to the Manufactures of the Town of 
_ * Birmingham, which be conceives will be materially injured by being deprived of ſome of the Streams by 


“ which they are at preſent ſupplied.” | 


The whole Length of this Gentleman's Property propoſed to be cut through will, on Recourſe being had 
to the Plan and Reference now before the Houſe, appear to be 4 Miles, 2 Furlongs, 7 Chains, 76-Links; 
—of this, 1 Mile, 2 Furlongs, 7 Chains, 8 Links, lie between the Coal Pits and Birmingham ;—and, as the 
Caſe of the noble Lord evidently tends to point our poſſible Inconveniences ariſing to Gentlemen from 
the Canal, within ſuch Limits, it is preſumed that the Remainder of the Length of Mr. Legge's Property, 
lying between Birmingham and Fazeley, ought not, in the preſent Inſtance, to have been taken Notice of; 
and more eſpecially for the following Reaſon : Becauſe, as the Birmingham Canal Company, of which the 
noble Lord is a Member, have propoſed to extend their Canal to Fazeley, in nearly the fame Line as that 
laid down by the New Company, they muſt cut this ſame Part of Mr. Legge's Eſtate, of 3 Miles 68 
Links in Length, in nearly the fame Direction as the New Company intend to do  _ 


This Gentleman has an unqueſtionable Right to give his Aſſent to which Company he pleaſes to prefer, 


neither can an; Degree of Cenſure be juſtly imputed to him for ſo doing; although he laſt Year oppoſed the ; 


Canal in 101% He does not ſtand alone in this Particular; for ſeveral reſpectable Perſons, who laſt Seſſion 
oppoſed the New Canal from an Apprehenſion of great Inconveniences, have changed their Sentiments, and 
candidly and openly avowed ſuch Change. en bo le 8 
While on the Subject of Inconvenience ariſing from the cutting of Land for the Uſe of the Canal, it 
may be neceſſary once for all to obſerve, that a Foreigner, unacquainted with the Equity and Juſtice of our 


Laws, would, from the plaintive Language of this Caſe, apprehend that all the Land required for the Uſe | 


of the Canal was to be taken from the Owner, without any Compenſation, and given to the Company. It 
is a well-known Fact, that a liberal Satisfaction is made on theſe Occaſions. 1 


Much has been ſaid on the Importance of Mr. Legge's Mills. Some Part of the Water of the Bourn Brook, | 
which ſupplies Three of them of moſt Conſequence to the Manufactures of Birmingham, has been taken | 
into the Reſervoir of the preſent Canal; — the Gentleman, from a Senſe of theſe Injuries, probably is led to 


conceive that he may experience ſimilar ones from the New Company. 
To obviate any ſuch Objections of his Predeceſſor, Sir Charles Holte, a Clauſe was voluntarily inſerted 
by the Agents of the New Company, in the printed Bill of laſt Year, for compelling them to deliver the 
ſurplus Water, which will be very conſiderable, in ſuch a Manner that it may go for the Uſe of all theſe 
Three Mills ; the ſame Clauſe is continued in the printed Bill of this Year. See ſaid printed Bills. 
The New Company never had the leaſt Intention of taking any of the Bourn Water into their Canal, and 
are ready to agree to the ſtrongeſt Clauſe for the Purpoſe of reſtraining them, which Mr. Legge's Counſel can 
As to his other Mills, they will (if affected at all) be equally affected by the Canal, whether made by the 
Old or New Company, | . „ | 3 
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1 ſmall Reduction from the Eſtabliſhment of the New Canal. 


Lord D——=—th begs Leave to remark, that the Owners of Nine Miles out of Eleven, which will 
© be the Length of the New-intended Canal from the Coal Pits to Birmingham, have refuſed their Conſent, 
« and conceive that they will be injured by it.” ; | 

The Halics, which are meant to give a pointed Force to the numerical Words, Nine and Elven, ſhew, 


that the noble Author was fully perſuaded of the great Accuracy of his Remark. | 
The exemplary Character of Lord D th,: effectually ſecures him from any Imputation of a Deſign 


| to miſrepreſent. —The preſent is not the only Inſtance of the Miſrepreſentations of the Agents of the 


Birmingham Canal Company. 
By the Plan and Reference thereto, by which alone the Petitioners are bound, by which they ought to 


| have been judged, and to which the Members of both Houſes are reſpectfully bur earneſtly referred, it 


appears— That, the whole Length of the Canal, from the ſeveral Coal Mines to Birmingham, is not merely 
Eleven Miles—but, 15 Miles, 1 Furlong, 80 Links ;—That, the Proprietors of Lands of the Length of 
1 Mile, 6 Furlongs, 7 Chains, 97 Links, on the Line of this Part of the intended Canal, are neuter— 


i of theſe his Lordſhip has taken no Notice whatever in the Caſe ;—That the Proprietors of 6 Miles, 1 Fur- 


long, 9 Chains, 81 Links, of Land on the ſame Line have diſſented; — And, that the Proprietors of 


Z 6 Miles, 4 Furlongs, 5 Chains, 74 Links, have conſented—among theſe laſt, is the Lord of the Manor 
of Weſt Bromwich, whoſe Lands alone, are to be interſected, ſomewhat more than Two Miles; viz. 2 Miles, 


1 Furlong, 9 Chains, 60 Links. . „„ 5 
The Caſe ſtates, that Lord D— tb is an original Proprietor of the Old Canal; it is ſaid, that his 
Lordſhip holds Ten original Shares; — if this is true, his Lordſhip's Adventure coſt him J. 1, 400 —a Sum 
not quite equal to the average Value of Ten Acres of Wedneſbury Coals. The whole Amgunt of the 
Dividends on Ten Shares in the Birmingham Canal, from September 3oth, 1776, to September zoth, 1782, 
incluſive, is ELEvEN HUN DRED anD Fir TY-xINE Pounps. 5 % WO vs 
The Event of the preſent Application will ſhew, whether Parliament will think proper to ſecure the Per- 
petuity of ſuch enormous Profits to the original Proprietors of the Birmingham Canal, by the Excluſion of 


the preſent Undertaking. The Determination of the Legiſlature may, perhaps, convince the World, 
that theſe original Proprietors will no longer be permitted to levy an heavy Tax upon the Public, and that 


their Property, as they are pleaſed to call their Monopoly, may, without great Injury, ſuffer a probable 
N. B. Shares in the Birmingham Canal Company, which originally coſt C. 140, ſold currently 
5 EEE oo. oo Frm ne N 
In the mean while, it is neceſſary to obſerve, that there are many very reſpectable Gentlemen, Proprietors 
of Coal Mines on the Lower Level (whoſe Caſe is preparing for the Preſs) who implore the Protection and 
Aſſiſtance of Parliament, to reſcue them from the Oppreſſion of the Birmingham Canal Company, which they 
have ſuffered many Years, by having their Property locked up from Market, contrary to the moſt poſitive 


A ſſurances of the ſaid Company on their firſt Application for their Act. 


A clear and well-founded Detail of the Tumults and bloody Affrays which already have happened, in Soi 


| ſequence of the Competition, between Hoſts of Waggoners, who were in Poſſeſſion of the original Coal 


Trade of Birmingham, and rival Bargemen, who by Means of the Birmingham Canal running nearly 


parallel with the old Coal Road, have deprived the Waggoners of a great Share of their Buſineſs, might 
| have enabled the Public to have formed ſome tolerable Idea of the Conflicts which were naturally to be ex- 


pected from Men peaceably navigating their Boats at a ſtill greater Diſtance from each other. 

If the Agents of the Birmingham Company will produce Ten Inſtances of ſuch Affrays, as the Conſequence 
of ſuch Competition, ſince the Eſtabliſhment of the Birmingham Canal, the Writers of theſe Obſervations 
will allow that there is ſome Weight in the above Objection. Os ;́r . 

The Subſcribers to the intended Canal commit their Cauſe with Chearfulneſs to the Wiſdom and 
Juſtice of Parliament; humbly requeſting that the Merits of their Caſe may be duly weighed, and the 


ſuperior Public Advantages ariſing from their Plan well conſidered ; and appeal to the Three great Navi- 


gation Companies, to bear Teſtimony to the Rectitude and Propriety of their Conduct, ſo far as the 
Concerns of theſe Companies have been intereſted in the preſent Buſineſs.—In all Undertakings of this 
Sort, the Convenience and Amuſement of Individuals muſt neceſſarily be affected: The Subſcribers to the 


New Canal have already, for the Accommodation of Gentlemen, made Alterations in the Line of the Canal, 
the Execution of which will be attended with vaſt Expence ; they are ready and willing to make all other 


reaſonable ones, not inconſiſtent with the Exiſtence of their Canal. And, if Parliament, determining that 
their Bill ſhall paſs, think proper to oblige them to purchaſe the Premiſes in queſtion, they will with Promp- 
titude and Alacrity render due Obedience to any Order made for that Purpoſe 9 


As ſoon as poſſible, will be printed, Remarks on the Caſe of Heneage Legge, Eſq;—and alſo, 
—— on the new Edition of the Caſe of the Hirmingbam Canal Company. 
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